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CHEMICAL  SAFETY  IN  ILLINOIS 

What  chemical  materials  are  spilled  or 
released  in  Illinois? 

The  materials  spilled  and  released  in 
Illinois  are  mostly  related  to  the  types  of 
businesses  operating  in  Illinois.  Fuels,  agri¬ 
cultural  products  such  as  fertilizers  and 
pesticides,  and  manufacturing  materials 
such  as  solvents,  acids,  and  bases,  are 
some  of  those  materials  which  are  com¬ 
monly  used,  and  released. 

% 

How  are  we  protected  from  chemical 
plant  accidents? 

The  Illinois  Chemical  Safety  Act  (ICSA) 
of  1985  established  a  system  to  assure  tha 
chemical  plants  are  adequately  pre¬ 
pared  to  respond  to  spills  and  releases  of 
chemicals.  ICSA  also  improved  the  ability 
of  state  and  local  authorities  to  respond 
to  such  releases  through  contingency 
planning  involvement  and  the  availability 
of  plant-specific  information. 

Additional  emergency  planning  and 
notification  requirements  which  help  pro¬ 
tect  the  public  in  the  event  of  a  chemical 
release,  are  established  in  the  federal 
Emergency  Planning  and  Community 
Right-to-Know  Act  (EPCRA).  EPCRA  also 
includes  a  program  to  provide  the  public 
with  important  information  on  toxic 
chemicals  in  their  communities. 

Who  is  covered  by  these  regulations? 

Under  ICSA,  those  businesses  with  5  or 
more  full-time  employees  or  20  or  more 
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part-time  employees,  and  that  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  certain  industrial  categories 
(petroleum  refining,  miscellaneous  plastics 
products,  and  industrial  supplies,  as  ex¬ 
amples)  are  covered.  The  IEPA  may  also 
add  specific  businesses  to  the  list  of  facili¬ 
ties  covered  under  ICSA. 

Facilities  subject  to  planning  require¬ 
ments  under  EPCRA  are  those  which  have 
one  or  more  listed  chemicals  present  in 
excess  of  an  established  threshold  quan¬ 
tity.  Facilities  which  must  submit  "right-to- 
know'  information  to  the  IEPA  are  those 
which  have  10  or  more  full-time  employ¬ 
ees,  are  included  in  certain  industrial 
categories,  and  manufacture,  process,  or 
otherwise  use  a  listed  chemical  in  excess 
of  a  specified  threshold  quantity. 

When  do  companies  have  to  disclose  in¬ 
formation? 

Companies  are  required  to  immedi¬ 
ately  report  non-routine  or  accidental  re¬ 
leases  of  chemicals.  The  report  should  be 
made  to  the  Illinois  Emergency  Services 
and  Disaster  Agency  at  1-800-782-7860. 

After  a  spill  or  emergency  release  of  a 
chemical  at  a  facility,  the  IEPA  investi¬ 
gates  to  determine  the  circumstances  sur¬ 
rounding  the  release.  IEPA  may  declare 
the  company  must  submit  a  report  includ¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  their  contingency  plan.  The 
IEPA  will  review  the  report  and  evaluate 
the  facility's  contingency  plan.  Any  defi¬ 
ciencies  in  the  plan  are  noted  and  the 
State  requires  the  company  to  make 
changes  in  order  that  the  facility  become 
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better  prepared  to  respond  to  future  spills 
and  releases  of  chemicals. 

Under  EPCRA  some  companies  are  re¬ 
quired  to  disclose  information  about  cer¬ 
tain  chemicals  that  are  routinely  released. 
On  July  1  of  each  year,  many  facilities  are 
required  to  submit  a  Toxic  Inventory  Re¬ 
porting  Form  (Form  R)  to  the  IEPA.  Infor¬ 
mation  which  must  be  reported  on  the 
form  includes  the  quantity  of  each  chemi¬ 
cal  released  to  the  environment  as  well  as 
the  maximum  amount  stored  on-site. 
Routine  releases  of  chemicals  that  occur 
as  a  result  of  normal  business  operations 
and  non-routine  or  accidental  releases 
must  also  be  reported. 

How  does  the  IEPA  use  this  right-to-know 
information? 

The  IEPA  publishes  a  report  annually 
which  is  available  to  the  public.  The  re¬ 
port  summarizes  the  information  submit¬ 
ted  under  the  EPCRA,  including  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  types  and  quantities  of  toxic 
chemicals  discharged,  emitted  or  dis¬ 
posed  to  the  air,  water,  and  land,  and  a 
summary  of  such  data  by  type  of  busi¬ 
ness,  county,  and  major  metropolitan  ar¬ 
eas.  In  addition,  this  information  is  used  in 
a  number  of  ways  by  the  IEPA  to  develop 
regulatory  proposals  and  to  support  exist¬ 
ing  regulatory  programs. 

Where  are  these  companies  located? 

These  chemical  plants  are  located 
throughout  Illinois,  with  a  great  many  of 
them  concentrated  in  the  Metropolitan 
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Area  of  Greater  Chicago. 

What  happens  when  a  chemical  plant  fre¬ 
quently  has  chemical  accidents  or  inci¬ 
dents? 

IEPA  is  finding  the  Hazard  and  Opera¬ 
bility  Study,  HAZOP  for  short,  to  be  an  effi¬ 
cient  and  useful  tool  for  chemical  plants 
which  have  experienced  emergency  re¬ 
leases. 

Illinois  is  one  of  the  first  states  to  initiate 
legal  action  which  includes  a  HAZOP  as 
part  of  the  settlement  or  court  decision. 
HAZOP  is  proving  to  be  an  excellent  tool 
because  it  assures  that  the  hazards  and 
operation  of  a  plant  or  facility  will  be 
evaluated  to  provide  a  basis  for  improve¬ 
ments  which  will  protect  workers  and 
nearby  residents  from  releases  of  danger¬ 
ous  chemicals. 


How  can  I  get  more  information? 

lEPA's  annual  toxic  chemical  report 
summarizes  release  information  statewide 
by  type  of  business,  chemical,  county, 
and  major  metropolitan  areas.  A  copy  of 
this  report  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
the  IEPA.  Other  information  on  individual 
companies  may  be  obtained  through  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act.  All  requests 
should  be  made  to  the  following  address: 
Illinois  Environmental  Protection 
Agency 

Office  of  Chemical  Safety 
2200  Churchill  Road 
Post  Office  Box  19276 
Springfield,  Illinois  62794-9276 
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EMERGENCY  PLANNING  UNIT 


The  Illinois  Environmental  Protection 
Agency's  Emergency  Planning  Unit  (EPU) 
was  established  in  1986  to  respond  to  the 
growing  need  for  emergency  prepared¬ 
ness.  As  part  of  the  Agency's  emergency 
management  program,  the  EPU  coordi¬ 
nates  planning  efforts  as  they  relate  to 
preparing  for  hazardous  material  inci¬ 
dents.  The  EPU  works  with  the  Agency's 
Emergency  Response  Unit  (ERU)  who  re¬ 
ceives  notification  of  an  environmental 
emergency.  The  Illinois  Emergency  Serv¬ 
ices  and  Disaster  Agency  is  the  central 
contact  in  Illinois  for  all  emergencies.  The 
IESDA  can  be  contacted  by  telephone  at 
1-800-782-6760. 

Investigations  of  spills  and  emergency 
releases  at  chemical  facilities  are  carried 
out  by  the  EPU.  These  inspections  are 
necessary  to  determine  if  such  accidents 
impact  public  health  or  the  environment. 
A  facility's  readiness  for  such  emergencies 
is  specifically  evaluated.  EPU  examines 
chemical  safety  contingency  plans  for 
facilities  and  makes  recommendations 
which  may  improve  their  response  to 
emergency  incidents. 

EPU's  responsibilities  as  they  relate  to 
emergency  preparedness  and  other  du¬ 
ties  are  summarized  below: 

•  Spill,  fire  and  explosion  investigations 
involving  chemical  substances  at  fixed 
facilities. 

•  Evaluations  of  chemical  substances 
released  at  fixed  facilities  subject  to 
the  Illinois  Chemical  Safety  Act  (ICSA). 


Review  of  chemical  safety  contin¬ 
gency  plans  at  individual  facilities  fol¬ 
lowing  a  significant  release. 

Compliance  activities  related  to  ICSA. 

Administration  of  the  Emergency  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Community  Right-to-Know 
Act  (EPCRA),  Section  313,  which  re¬ 
quired  annual  toxic  release  reporting. 

Publication  of  an  annual  report  publi¬ 
cation  which  summarizes  EPCRA,  Sec¬ 
tion  313  data. 

Freedom  of  Information  Act  (FOIA) 
coordination  as  it  pertains  to  incident 
investigations  and  313  data. 

Technical  support  for  the  Hazardous 
Materials  Advisory  Board. 

Positioning  of  emergency  response 
trailers  throughout  the  state. 

Establishment  of  a  state  contract  mak¬ 
ing  response  materials  readily  avail¬ 
able. 

Technical  lead  for  Hazard  and  Opera¬ 
bility  Studies  (HAZOPs)  conducted 
statewide  as  required  by  legal  settle¬ 
ments. 

Updating  the  agencies  statewide 
contingency  plan  for  emergency  re¬ 
sponse. 

Coordinating  emergency  response 
planning  for  Ohio  and  Mississippi  River 
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spills  with  neighboring  states. 

Summary  of  ICSA  Activity 

The  number  of  significant  releases  which 
have  occurred  since  the  ICSA  because 
law  is  shown  as  follows: 


Year 

The  effectiveness  of  contingency  plan  re¬ 
view  and  recommendation  for  improve¬ 
ment  by  EPU  is  shown  as  follows  (total 
number  of  possible  defective  contin¬ 
gency  plan  areas  is  five): 


more 

#  Significant 
Releases  per  Facility 

Printed  by  Authority  of 

the  State  of  Illinois 

Job  No.  20640  (3/91)  1,000 


